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BENTONVILLE -- The confirmation of a presumptive positive COVID-19 case in 
Arkansas on Wednesday has heightened concerns about coronavirus in the state. It 
underscores the importance of access to healthcare, paid sick leave, and public health 
preparedness at local hospitals. Rep. Steve Womack hasn’t done enough to ensure 
Arkansas’s healthcare system is prepared, and that its people are protected. He has yet 
to voice support for an upcoming House bill intended to protect Americans from 
infection. 
 
“I’m concerned about the limited availability of testing kits, particularly here in Arkansas, 
and the added stress on our healthcare system. We must focus on prevention and 
containment to minimize the number of people who become infected, and the damage 
to our economy,” said Celeste Williams. “As a nurse, I know there may be increased 
numbers of patients requiring hospitalization and specialized care, and we may face 
shortages of staff and needed supplies. As a mother and a person who works for a 
living, I know it puts everyone at risk when people can’t afford to stay home from work.” 
 
Williams said, “Public health is not a partisan issue. I urge my opponent, Rep. Womack, 
to support the House Democrats’ coronavirus relief package that will include paid sick 
leave.” 
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The World Health Organization (WHO) has now characterized COVID-19 as a 
pandemic. In Arkansas a case in Pine Bluff has already spurred further concerns, 
including on the campus of SEARK College. Read more here >>>  
 
What can you do about coronavirus? Williams advises similar precautions as for all 
infection prevention - frequent handwashing, sneeze and cough into a tissue (not your 
hands,) stay home if you’re sick, and it’s a good idea to have supplies on-hand in case 
you need to stay home for an extended period of time. If you’re a member of a 
vulnerable population, avoid large gatherings. Williams also advises against 
non-essential travel. Always defer to your physician and follow CDC guidelines, as 
recommendations will be updated. “Now is a time we can both remain calm and be 
prepared.” 
 
BIO: Celeste is a graduate of Southern Nazarene University and the University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences. She works as a family nurse practitioner, and is a 
member of the American Nurses Association, Arkansas Nurses Association, and the 
American Association of Nurse Practitioners. She is active in her community through 
Rotary and her church. She lives just outside of Bella Vista with her husband, and four 
children. 

https://www.pbcommercial.com/news/20200311/pine-bluff-first-official-arkansas-case-of-coronavirus

