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THE POST OFFICE IS NOT FOR SALE — PROTECTING A LIFELINE FOR VETERANS, 
VOTERS, AND RURAL ARKANSANS 
 
This past Thursday, President Trump said the quiet part out loud — he plans on holding the 
U.S. Postal Service hostage in an attempt to sabotage his opponent’s election prospects. 
Explaining his resistance to $25 billion in emergency funding for the agency, the President 
offered: “Now, if we don’t make a deal, that means they don’t get the money. That means they 
can’t have universal mail-in voting, they just can’t have it.”  
 
“In an election where experts estimate that as many as 70% of ballots will be cast by mail, the 
President’s comments this week are an open admission to voter suppression. Disrupting mail 
service could take away voting capability for many Americans who cannot vote in-person during 
the COVID-19 pandemic due to underlying illness,” said Celeste Williams, nurse practitioner and 
candidate for Congress in Arkansas’s Third Congressional District. 
 
The U.S. Postal Service, which is not supported by tax dollars, has been under significant 
financial pressure since 2006 when the Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act was passed 
by Congress. Just two years prior, the USPS had $6 billion in profits. 14 years on, the agency is 
saddled with $160 billion in debt. Against the protest of postal workers and their unions, 
Postmaster General Louis DeJoy (a top Trump donor who was appointed to the position in early 
May) has cut costs by slashing overtime and asking that late-arriving mail be delivered the 
following day. Mailrooms nationwide are struggling to keep pace as parcels pile up and 
equipment is removed. 
 
“Every day I work in my clinic, I send countless prescriptions to mail-in pharmacies for my 
patients. The President’s political calculation endangers not only our election and our economy, 
but the health of our neighbors,” Williams added. 
 
DeJoy’s shake up will disproportionately affect seniors, veterans, and rural Americans.  
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“The VA fills nearly 80 percent of veterans’ prescriptions by mail, delivering daily to more than 
330,000 veterans across the country,” Williams continued. “Our veterans deserve better than 
Louis DeJoy.” 
 
Williams also noted: “The USPS remains rural America’s lifeline to goods and services that are 
otherwise an hour’s drive away, relaying packages that private carriers refuse to deliver. Third 
District residents familiar to rural carriers will undoubtedly struggle to order necessities, receive 
paychecks, and support their small businesses.” 
 
3,830 USPS branches faced closure in 2012. A Reuters analysis found nearly 80 percent of 
those branches were in rural communities with higher-than-average poverty rates. 
 
“We owe it to veterans, voters, and rural Arkansans to defend the post office. I am disappointed 
my opponent refuses to take action,” Williams said. 
 
 
MEDIA AVAILABILITY: Celeste is available via phone or video conferencing.  
 
BIO: Celeste is a graduate of Southern Nazarene University and the University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences. She works as a family nurse practitioner, and is a 
member of the American Nurses Association, Arkansas Nurses Association, and the 
American Association of Nurse Practitioners. She is active in her community through 
Rotary and her church. She lives just outside of Bella Vista with her husband and four 
children. 
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